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TAFSIR AL-QUR'AN :

This work seems to represent one of, at least three or four existing
redactions the authors of which are still not yet identified . The original
text, says F.Sezgin(1:27): was by Ibn *Abbas (d.68-70/687-689) and al—?abar{
had it incorporated fully in his TAFSIR as it was transmitted by ‘411 b. abi
Talha (d.120/737).

In the four redactions consulted so far( 2 in Chester Beatty, 1 in the
Qarawiyyin in Fas and of al-Firuzabadi) , the isnads (chainsof transmission)
which eventually leads to al-Kalbi and Ibn ‘Abbés,differ widely .

Of the Berlin version (no. 732) Ahlward says: " nach dieser Riwéje,
welche sich auf HiSam b. Muh. al-Kalbi (d. 204/819) stutzt riihrt dies Werk
von Ibn “Abbas her...dessen Aechheit in dieser Form aber misslich scheint.
Die Redaction gehort wel dem 4 Jahrhudert der Higra an".

Juding from few authoroties. quoted-in the text like al-Hikim al-Nisablri
(d.404/1013) and some commentaries by the author on controversial dogmatic
pointsﬁgirecEed against the Mu“tazilites, we can safely assume that the author
was a Shafi®i and Ashtari scholar who lived in the 6th/12th C. either in Irag
or Khurasan. His views are clearly shown in his work in the following fols:
69a,93a, 171b,196a, 200a and 206b. Ibn ‘Abbas appears only twice in the whole
work .

The redaction by the famious al—FErﬁiabadf (pub. in Cairo in 1316 A.H.
under the title: al-Migb3s ...ete) does not tally with our version neither do
the rest ( Ch.B. 4224,5465; Qar. 928, Berlin 742) in spite of the striking

similarities which can be observed in the texts .

307 fols , the 1st fol. and the last are missing . Written in a fine
scholarly Mamluki Naskh by at least three scribes . Paper and type of script
is typical of the eight/ 14 C, most probably written in Syria or Egypt.

The whole work appears to consist of three vol-s of which this is the 1st,

umhi@ﬁ W conmim. on $Searn 448,

EXEH@:;—//

ARABIC MANUSCRIPT. Old Koran commentary copied in the 14th century, as yet unidentified, and
differring from the three or four earliest basic texts leading up to the works of al-Kalbi and Ibn
Abbas. The author was probably a Shafi'i and Ash’ari scholar from 12th century Iraq or Khurasan.
307 leaves written in Mamlukid naskh by at least three scribes. First and last leaves missing, the text
covers the sura’s 1-18, and was probably one of a three-volume set.
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