


Ms RU2F Me-K 428

MANUSCRIPT. - Small Ottoman manuscript dated 1302/1886, concerned with talismans, the
mysterious Qur’anic lettercombinations (al-huruf al-muqgatta‘at), an eulogy on the companions who
fell at the Battles of Badr and Uhud, and an Ottoman-Turkish rendering of the Qasida gulgulutiya
ascribed to “Ali b. Abi Talib, with an accompanying Syriac-Arabic glossary.

All texts embodied in this codex evidently were meant to invoke mediation and to secure immunity
from evils .

The first text (fols 1-5), entitled al-Qasida as-sarifa al-maimuna al-mubaraka, thus deals with the
mysterious lettercombinations Taha, Yasin, Tasin, &c., found at the head of some suras. The various
uses to which these lettercombinations can be put are set forth in an intricate poetic hotch-potch
of nawadir (in Arabic).

These lines are accompanied by a magical quadrant (fol. 5) ascribed to “Ali b. Abi Talib.

Fols 6a to 12a contain first an Ottoman-Turkish rendering of the mysterious Qasida gulgulutiya
commonly ascribed to cAli, with a Syriac-Arabie glossary and Ottoman-Turkish instructions on fols
11a-12a. The gulgulutiya does not belong to the Diwan of Ali, and is extant in only ten manuscripts.
Fuat Sezgin does not record any Ottoman-Turkish translation (GAS IT 280).

From fol. 12b onwards, an alphabetical list of the Companions who assisted at the Battles of Badr
(12b-33b) and Uhud (33b-41a) is given, each time followed with the wish that God grants immunity
from sickness and evils by virtue of the intercession of the martyrs of Badr and Uhud.

Muhammad b.Ibrahim al-Hilmi az-Zaila%, the scribe of the whole codex, cites on fols 13a-b both
Ga'far as-Sadiq and Ibn Saiyid an-Nas who recommended the intercession of these Companions.

41 fols, 160 x 108 mm, with 13 lines skilful nash, colophon in tulut, copied by Muhammad
b.Ibrahim al-Hilmi az-Zaila®, in the year 1302/1884.

Contemporary red leather binding with flap, blindtooled decoration on both covers. An attractive,
well-preserved and well-written manuscript.

Price: Dgl. 2250
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